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Introduction of the Session



SESSION AGENDA

1) Scene-Setting: Universities, SDGs, and Bridging Local 
and Global (9 minutes)

1) Forging Partnerships and Overcoming Silo’s (6 minutes)

1) Aligning, Documenting and Sharing (6 minutes)

1) Inspiring Leadership and Action (6 minutes) 

1) Discussion (30 minutes)



Scene Setting: 
Universities, SDGs, and 
Bridging Local and Global 



In 2019, Carnegie Mellon Provost 
Jim Garrett announced the new 
Sustainability Initiative and committed 
the university to becoming the first in 
the world to conduct a Voluntary 
University Review of the Sustainable 
Development Goals.

2019 “Spotlight on Pittsburgh”

Bill Peduto – Mayor, City of Pittsburgh

Jim Garrett – Provost, Carnegie Mellon University 

David Finegold – President, Chatham University

Ann Cudd – Provost, University of Pittsburgh

Lisa Schroeder – President, Pittsburgh Foundation



CMU Sustainability Initiative



UC Davis

• Public, land grant university 

• Central Valley of California; 
proximity to the state capitol

• Breadth of expertise and 
strengths 



SDG Alignment with University 
Identity and Goals
• Integral for Advancing the Global Good in

California and around the world.

• Align with university teaching, research, DEI and
partnership priorities.

• Builds on interdisciplinary approaches and
structures.

• Framework links campus, local and global efforts.



SDGS and Civic - the UK context



Civic University 
origins

University of Bristol example 
(1909)



Forging Partnerships and 
Overcoming Silos



University of Bristol: Challenges and Silos

Incentivisation doesn’t favour a broader civic agenda

1) via research - Research Excellence Framework

Impact agenda is a step forward, but is only about research

2) via education - student funding; Teaching Excellence Framework

University structures fall-in behind these main incentives - wider ‘civic’ 
mission is therefore very challenging to deliver

HEBCIS (HE Business and Community Interaction) survey is positive -
but with very significant limitations



UC Davis:

Engaging and Connecting
Layers of Communities

• Internal and external partnerships.

• Building on existing programs, 
initiatives, strategies, mandates.

• Identify, cultivate and celebrate 
champions.





17 Goals, 169 targets, and 232 indicators



Unexpected Connections:
Threatened Scholars and Cinema



Aligning, Documenting 
and Sharing



Voluntary Reviews

New York City
2018

Carnegie Mellon University
2020

Pittsburgh
2020



DISCOVER Network
Carnegie Mellon University supporting regional efforts

to localize the Sustainable Development Goals



From Analysis to Action



University of Bristol

As noted - silos develop around main incentives. To do ‘civic’ you have 
to work across these - how are we doing that at University of Bristol?

– Civic strategy - an equal pillar, not an ‘add on’

– Civic Register - essential in a complex, devolved organisation

– Civic Committee

– ‘For Bristol’ website

– Working on how we align everything we do to the SDGs

– New ‘Global Engagement Division’ created (2023).



UC Davis Voluntary University 
Review for Campus

● Combines global, DEI, and environmental 
aspects 

● Developed to baseline UCD SDG efforts

● Includes all 17 SDGs along four pillars: 
Research, Teaching, Service and 
Operations



• Alignment of City General Plan to the SDGs.

• Highlight the arts and youth engagement as cross-cutting focus areas.

UC Davis Voluntary Local Review with Sacramento

● Map city policies and programs to 
SDGs - 17 Chapters – one for each 
SDG

● Spotlight innovative 
initiatives/programs that could be 
models for other locations around 
the world



Inspiring Leadership and 
Action



Learning and Leading on SDGs

• SDG Internship

• Course Integration

• Global Intensives

• Amplifying Student Voices



Students Engaging 
with the SDGs on 
Campus and Locally

● SDG Interns have profiled campus 
organizations and student initiatives

● Builds awareness of the 2030 Agenda and 
relevance for campus/local challenges.

● Focus on local issues fosters a sense of agency 
and confidence to lead.







Inspiring leadership and action

To make civic work we have to be working more fully in 
partnership

– Civic University Agreement

– SDGs at the heart of it all - offering continuity and 
transferability 

– Social Mobility Innovation Partnership - one specific 
outcome of the Civic University Agreement; a whole new 
approach to bidding for research and impact funding



The Civic University Agreement



The Social Mobility Innovation Partnership

– Emerged directly from Civic University Agreement

– A genuine cross-sector, HE led collaboration

– Bid for £5m to drive social mobility in the

Bristol City-Region

– Partners from community organisations,

businesses, and local government

– Ethos of co-production - co-investigators are

community leaders 



Local Advocacy for Global Change

● Student-led thematic programming in the Sustainability Studio
● Engaging with the United Nations and participation in international diplomatic conferences
● Including the Sustainable Development Goals in university-wide Core Competencies
● Incorporating the Sustainable Development Goals into existing fellowships



1.) Why and for whom are we choosing to engage with the 
Sustainable Development Goals?

2.) Where and how do we already work towards the 
Sustainable Development Goals?

3.) What is our plan to implement the Sustainable Development 
Goals at our university?



Discussion 
• Does your university engage with the SDGs and if so, how? 

• Are there SDG-related activities and partnerships at the campus, local and 

international levels?

• Are there existing SDG-related programs or partnerships that could be 

expanded to bring together internationalization and local engagement? Can 

we compare different contexts (US and international around civic mission 

and SDGs?

• What structural, strategic or operational challenges could be barriers to 

using the SDGs to bridge local and global university efforts? How might they 

be addressed or mitigated?
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