
Building Sustainability 
into International Education
L E A D E R S H I P ,  S T R A T E G I E S ,  A N D  C O N T R O V E R S I E S

Martha Merritt  |  Dean of International Education  |  University of Richmond  |  mmerritt@richmond.edu

AIEA 2024 Conference, Washington, D.C.



International Education Week (IEW)
A  V E H I C L E  F O R  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y



Background on IEW at 
University of Richmond
• Since 2017 IEW has been a campus-wide 

initiative at UR

• Focus is on a country or region of importance to 
our community

• The Office of Sustainability runs a competitive 
”Ecochallenge” for hundreds of participants 
each year

• In 2023, IEW drew scholars and activists from 
countries of engagement around the topic of  
local-global sustainability

Danish Ambassador to the U.S. 
bikes around campus during IEW 2017
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IEW and UR’s 
Ecochallenge
• Started in 2017 with a focus on Denmark as a 

leader in sustainability

• Draws in student, faculty and staff participants 

• We learn, commit to change behaviors, and 
document collective impact as a community

• Daily info on lessons and challenges we can take 
from the featured country / region 

• See more at ur.ecochallenge.org
2023 collective impact



2023: a summit on 
sustainability for IEW
• “Braided Knowledges for a Sustainable Future: 

Rivers, Indigenous Communities, Justice”

• Led by faculty from Geography, Biology and 
Leadership

• Focused on local-global sustainability topics 
from previous IEW countries / regions and the 
Richmond community

• Attendance across events totaled nearly 750, 
with an additional 2,000 at themed dinner
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