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Our mission is to 
serve as the hub      

for leadership, 
innovation and 

collaboration in 
support of 

programs that 
maximize student 

achievement at 
UK. 
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Finishing with Class                                                  
A Systematic Approach to Student Success 

Early Investment 

Clear Pathways 

Academic Achievement 

Meaningful Engagement 

Persistence & Progression 

Post-College Performance 
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Core Areas Strategies Metrics Challenges 

Academic 
Achievement 

 Improving Academic Rigor 
 Enhancing Academic 

Enrichment (EA, S-L, UG 
Research, Honors, etc.) 

 Innovative Learning 
Programs 

 Expanded Learning 
Communities 

 Expanded Delivery 
Options (e-Learning) 

 Strategic Investment $ 
 Council on Metrics 
 Benchmarking Successful 

Students 
 # of New Initiatives 
 # of New Communities 
 KSA Assessment (e.g., 

CLA) 

 Funding 
 Faculty Cooperation  

 

Meaningful 
Engagement 

 Expanding International 
and Intercultural 
Experiences 

 Parents’ Outreach & 
Involvement 

 Co-curricular Involvement 

 # of Students Participating 
 # of Parents Involved, 

Inquiring, or Partnering 
 NSSE Rates 
 K-score 

 Sustaining Initiatives  
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High Impact Educational 
Experiences  

• First-year seminars and experiences 

• Common intellectual experiences 

• Learning communities 

• Writing intensive courses 

• Collaborative assignments and 
projects 

• Undergraduate research 

• Diversity/global learning 

• Service-learning/community-based 
learning 

• Internships 

• Capstone courses and projects  

Common Characteristics of 
High-Impact Practices 

• Deepened commitment through 
purposeful tasks 

• Extended and substantive 
interactions with faculty and peers 

• Interactions with people who are 
different than themselves 

• Frequent feedback to student 
performance 

• Apply what students learning in 
different settings 

• Life changing experiences  

(Kuh, 2008) 
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Does education abroad impact persistence to 
graduation?   

Are education abroad students more 
academically and socially engaged? 

How can education abroad impact success for 
all students?  
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Cohort 
First Fall Enrollment 

4 Year Degree 
Completion 

5 Year Degree 
Completion 

6 Year Degree 
Completion 

N % % % 

2000 

Study Abroad=No 2913 29.4 52.1 57.9 

Study Abroad=Yes 58 48.3 82.8 89.7 

All 2971 29.8 52.7 58.6 

2001 

Study Abroad=No 3067 30.0 52.8 60.3 

Study Abroad=Yes 62 46.8 75.8 82.3 

All 3129 30.4 53.3 60.7 

2002 

Study Abroad=No 3574 27.5 49.8 56.0 

Study Abroad=Yes 130 47.7 77.7 86.2 

All 3704 28.2 50.8 57.0 

2003 

Study Abroad=No 3513 30.8 52.7 57.0 

Study Abroad=Yes 170 45.9 82.9 90.6 

All 3683 31.5 54.1 58.6 

2004 

Study Abroad=No 3712 30.8 50.6 55.0 

Study Abroad=Yes 223 59.6 91.5 95.5 

All 3935 32.4 52.9 57.3 

2005 

Study Abroad=No 3493 31.5 51.1 55.5 

Study Abroad=Yes 331 57.7 88.2 93.4 

All 3824 33.8 54.3 58.8 

2006 

Study Abroad=No 3774 28.0 48.6   
Study Abroad=Yes 344 57.0 85.8   
All 4118 30.4 51.7   

2007 

Study Abroad=No 3474 29.9     
Study Abroad=Yes 361 64.0     
All 3835 33.1     

Graduate Rates by Education Abroad - First-time, Full-time Freshmen 
 



2013 Conference 

Re-imagining Higher Education in a Global Context 

Year Graduated 

Study Abroad Participants All Other Students 

Mean 
Difference 

Adjusted 
Mean 

Difference* 

t-test for 
comparing 
adjusted 
means p-value N Mean N Mean 

2011-2012 365 4.59 2155 4.92 -0.33 -0.06 -0.85 0.3967 

2010-2011 356 4.49 2130 4.90 -0.41 -0.14 -2.35 0.0190 

2009-2010 315 4.53 2039 4.78 -0.25 0.02 0.41 0.6804 

2008-2009 281 4.50 2150 4.81 -0.30 -0.02 -0.26 0.7916 

2007-2008 210 4.55 2230 4.77 -0.21 -0.03 -0.46 0.6443 

                  

All 5 Yrs combined 1527 4.53 10704 4.83 -0.30 -0.04 1.55 0.1213 

Adjusted for gender, residency, college, race and first year GPA (General Linear Model 
procedure was used for adjustment) 

Average number of years to graduation:  Students who started at UK as first-time full-
time students) 
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Does education abroad impact persistence to 
graduation?   

Are education abroad students more 
academically and socially engaged? 

How can education abroad impact success for 
all students?  
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Freshman Participants N 
Academic 
Challenge 

Active & 
Collaborative 

Learning 

Student 
Faculty 

Interaction 

Enriching 
Educational 
Experiences 

Supportive 
Campus 

Environment 

2007 

Not decided or do not plan 416 51.68 34.46 28.78 23.08 56.13 

Plan to or studied abroad 376 52.11 39.43 32.52 28.60 55.40 

2009 

Not decided or do not plan 525 52.51 38.27 31.87 24.46 58.72 

Plan to or studied abroad 461 55.66 44.07 36.87 31.41 61.05 

2012 

Not decided or do not plan 314 54.37 44.07 33.04 25.65 62.20 

Plan to or studied abroad 364 56.75 48.64 37.61 31.79 64.08 

All 3 years 

Not decided or do not plan 1255 52.70 38.47 31.14 24.30 58.74 

Plan to or studied abroad 1201 54.88 44.00 35.74 30.65 60.20 

Univ. of Kentucky, National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE)  
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Senior Participants N 
Academic 
Challenge 

Active & 
Collaborative 

Learning 

Student 
Faculty 

Interaction 

Enriching 
Educational 
Experiences 

Supportive 
Campus 

Environment 

2007 

Didn't study abroad 609 53.89 46.67 39.66 37.74 52.71 

Studied abroad 82 53.09 51.22 44.23 55.97 52.52 

2009 

Didn't study abroad 978 54.91 47.94 40.92 38.33 53.57 

Studied abroad 173 56.72 50.24 45.75 57.38 57.88 

2012 

Didn't study abroad 722 55.36 48.50 40.30 37.98 56.01 

Studied abroad 186 57.26 51.40 46.38 55.13 57.67 

All 3 years 

Didn't study abroad 2309 54.78 47.78 40.40 38.06 54.10 

Studied abroad 441 56.24 50.91 45.72 56.18 56.76 

Univ. of Kentucky, National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE)  
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Does education abroad impact persistence to 
graduation?   

Are education abroad students more 
academically and socially engaged? 

How can education abroad impact success for 
all students?  
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2005/06 – 2008/09 
Semester 
(n=3,580) 

Summer 
(n=1,910) 

Embedded 
(n=2,814) 

AY 
(n=111) 

Race/Ethnicity: 

 White 44.0 22.8 32.0 1.2 

 Minority 38.8 21.8 37.4 2.0 

Male 39.5 20.6 38.4 1.5 

First Generation 33.4 20.8 44.3 1.5 

Non-Traditional 5.4 10.1 84.2 0.3 

Freshmen & Sophomores 4.6 24.2 70.4 0.8 

Science & Engineering 28.7 17.1 52.2 2.0 

Non-Trad. Locations (w/i group) 22.8 16.5 43.0 53.2 

Financial Need (50-100) (w/i group) 27.9 28.7 44.1 47.6 

(Ogden, 2010) 

Education Abroad Participation by Student Population  
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