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Australian Policy 

“Our relationship has been strong and continuous over 
the past decade, [the President’s] address in March to the 
Australian Parliament was a watershed moment in that 
relationship, taking it to a new level and making it even 
stronger. I'm pleased that today, as our relationship 
strengthens, we have been able to agree to our two 
countries entering a comprehensive economic 
partnership - one that not only comprehends further 
trade liberalization but deals with the full range of 
economic issues that bring our countries together 
including investment, business-to-business links and 
capacity building. I think that is a good development for 
our two countries.” – The Honourable Julia Gillard, 
Prime Minister, Nov 2010, Jakarta 
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US Policy 

“Above all, America has a stake in the success of the 
Indonesian people.  Underneath the headlines of the day, 
we must build bridges between our people, because our 
future security and prosperity is shared.  And that is 
exactly what we’re doing -- by increasing collaboration 
among our scientists and researchers, and by working 
together to foster entrepreneurship…we have committed 
to double the number of American and Indonesian 
students studying in our respective countries. We want to 
forge new ties and greater understanding between young 
people in this young century.” – President Barack 
Obama, Nov 2010 at University of Indonesia, Jakarta 
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Australia-Indonesia Relations 

• Australian support for Indonesian independence after WWII 

• Subsequent cooperative agreements in many fields, e.g. 

– Environmental policy, law enforcement, counter-terrorism, 

taxation, trade, education, science, etc. 

• Problematic  areas: 

– Territorial disputes (Borneo, West Papua, East Timor) 

– Terrorist bombings in Bali and Jakarta 

– Travel warnings to Australians going to Indonesia 

– Refugees and illegal people trafficking  

• Reciprocal visits between leaders of each country in 2010  
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Australian Aid to Indonesia 

• Colombo Plan scholarships (from 1950s to 1980s) 

• AusAID program, including funding for scholarships 

• Australia-Indonesia Partnership for Reconstruction and 

Development ($1b aid from 2005-2009), including further 

scholarships 

• Australian aid to Indonesia from 2010-2013 is budgeted to be $2.5b, 

including $500m for 3,500 schools, plus funding for natural disaster 

mitigation, forestry conservation, etc. 

• Indonesia remains the largest recipient of Australia’s foreign aid, and 

assistance with education has always been a major component.  
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Growing Ties between Australia 

and Indonesia in Higher Education 
• Australia is the leading overseas study destination for Indonesian 

students, followed by the USA (UNESCO Global Education Digest, 2010) 

• Development of the reciprocal exchange of students with Indonesian 

universities, with support from the Australian Endeavour program 

• Cooperation with DIKTI and RISTEK on graduate student education and 

academic re-charging 

• Indonesian students report high levels of satisfaction with their experience 

in Australian universities 

• Establishment of Awards for Indonesian alumni of Australian universities 

• Development of joint teaching partnerships with leading universities in 

Indonesia 

• The growth of research and development programs with Indonesian 

universities, institutes, government agencies and businesses 

• Extension of cooperative relationships to provinces outside of Java (e.g., 

Aceh, East Kalimantan) 
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Academic Initiatives 

• Recruitment/Admission of Indonesian students  
– Undergraduate degree students 
– Graduate degree students 

• Partnerships with Indonesian Universities (MOU) 
– Student and faculty exchanges 
– Collaborative Research 
– Management development 

• Professional Development 
– Academic Re-charging Program for senior faculty 

from Indonesian universities (funded by DIKTI) 
– Advanced study by faculty sponsored by individual 

Indonesian universities 
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Donor-funded 
Technical Assistance 

• ADB – Evaluation of Outer Islands Higher 
Education Project (Project Completion 
Report) 

• USAID 
– DBE2 

• Established Consortium of Indonesian Universities 
Pittsburgh (KPTIP)     http://kptip.uns.ac.id/  

• Established academic journal – Excellence in Higher 
Education 

– HELM (new higher education management 
initiative) 

http://kptip.uns.ac.id/
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Future Possibilities 

 

• Alumni Network 

• Expanded university-wide cooperation via 
Asian Studies Center, University Center 
for International Studies (UCIS) 

• Joint initiative with KPTIP on K-12 
Laboratory Schools 
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Discussion Questions 

• How is your institution currently 
collaborating with Indonesian 
institutions? 

• What challenges does your institution face 
in engaging with Indonesia? 

• What opportunities do you foresee? 


