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University of Minnesota  

•  Minnesota’s only public research 
institution 

•  Comprehensive institution: 
–  130 undergraduate majors  
–  160 graduate/professional programs 

•  Enrollment (Twin Cities): 47,323  
–  30,375 undergraduates 
–  16,948 grad/prof 
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Access Abroad: Study Abroad  
for Students with Disabilities 

•  Students with disabilities served (Twin Cities): 2,211 
•  Access Abroad website provides guidelines and 

documents to use when assisting students with 
disabilities who wish to study abroad 

•  Initiated through federal FIPSE funding, the resources 
are designed for education abroad advisers, disability 
services advisers, and students nationwide and 
nationally 
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Resources provided for advisers 

•  Suggested advising procedures and guidelines 
•  Downloadable forms to obtain disability  

accommodations information, administrative 
guidelines, homestay suggestions, and more 
–  Advising guidelines among the most used 

•  Suggestions on how study abroad office and 
disability services can design a collaborative 
advising process to assist students with 
disabilities as they consider study abroad 
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Resources provided for students 

•  Checklist to follow when considering study 
abroad 

•  Tips from past students with disabilities; video 
interviews with past study abroad students 

•  Accessibility information for specific U of M 
study abroad programs 

•  Suggested external sources on accessibility 
abroad 
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Serving students with disabilities 

•  2011-12: 35 undergraduate students with 
disabilities studied abroad 
– Majority had non-apparent disabilities  

(e.g., mental health, ADHD, migraines) 
– 3 students were deaf/hard of hearing 
– 3 students used assistive mobility devices 

•  Participation increasing about 10% a year 
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Students of Color (SOC) at 
University of Minnesota 

  5 campuses 
  SOC undergraduate enrollment 

  15.6% U of M systemwide 
  18% at Twin Cities campus 

  SOC study abroad participation 
  12-13% at U of M  
  19% national average 
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Online Profile 

  Student takes lead to 
identify topics 

  Encourages early 
disclosure 

  Provides opportunity 
for discussion 

  Lets students know 
we are aware of their 
concerns 
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Campus Partnerships & Beyond 

  Multicultural Study Abroad Group 
  SEAM Freshmen Seminar Modules 
  Multicultural Training for Advisers 
  Dialogues on Diversity 
  Outreach Events 

  MLK/Access to Success Study Abroad Day 
  Multicultural Kickoff 
  MCAE fair 

  Diversity workshop for on-site staff 
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Print & Web Resources 

  Multicultural Study Abroad brochure 
(currently being phased out) 

  Students of Color website 
  MSAG website for advisers 
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Financial Motivation 
  Diversity scholarships 
  First generation/financial 

need scholarship 
  Financial Aid Preview 

Meeting 
  Strategies for talking with 

SOC about scholarships 
  Offer resources for essay 

writing (workshops) and lots 
of encouragement 
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Advising Points 

  Follow the student’s lead 
  Acknowledge 
  Ask clarifying questions 
  Support 
  Identify resources 
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